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This is a book of marriage migrants.

This is a book of their sacrifices, their 
victories, and their continuing struggles.

This is a book of marriage migrants
dedicated to all marriage migrants.
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KOREA
Fast facts on marriage migration 

in South Korea

36,204 marriages between Korean and foreigners 
as of 2008. Roughly 10% of registered marriages 
in Korea involve a foreigner. 

Average age difference between Korean men and 
foreign brides in 2008 was 11.8 years.

7.962 divorces between foreign wives and Korean 
men in 2008 with the average period of co-
habitation 2.7 years. 

Marriage migrants with residential status 
are entitled to work in Korea without special 
permission. 

Resident visas last one year and must be extended 
before expiring to avoid risk of deportation.

Marriage migrant depends on Korean spouse for 
references in order to show validity of marriage. 
Naturalization can be granted to migrant who 
become divorced for reasons they can prove to be 
not their fault. If a migrant has parental right 
over a child from a dissolved marriage they are 
eligible as well.  

Dual citizenship is granted to foreigners with 
Korean spouses. 

§¨©ª«¬­ª®¯°±°²©³´©ªµ±
¶·¸¹¸º¸»¼¹½¾¿À¿Á½¿Â¾Ã¾
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Justine
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(ABOVE) Justine (in checkers) 
with participants and Joselito 
Natividad of APMM during the 
workshop training on lobbying 
and advocacy �� �� �� �� � � �� � � � � �� � �  ! �� "# $% ! &# & '
(LEFT) Justine with other 
women leaders during the 2011 
International Working Women’s 
Day in South Korea�� �� �� �� � � �� � � � � � � � $( � ) ! � * � � '

Justine: making the best of her new life
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JAPAN
Fast facts about marriage 

migration in Japan

Between 1995 to 2005, the number of 
international marriages in Japan doubled. 
Nowadays, six percent of marriages involve 
a foreigner.

Most Japanese men who in international 
marriages marry Chinese, Korean or 
Filipino women. Most of Japanese women 
in international marriages marry Chinese, 
Korean and American.

Many of the Japanese men who enter into 
international marriages are in their 30s or 
40s and meet their wives through Internet 
marriage agencies that charge around 
$20,000 for their services. In some cases the 
men married women that spoke virtually 
no Japanese and they couldn’t speak the 
language of the women they married. As 
of 2002, there were over 200 international 
marriage agencies and over half of them 
specialized in matches with Chinese women.

In 2003, one in 20 marriages are 
international and one in 18 divorces are 
international marriages.

+,-.-/01234567565829+,-.-:;<=<><?@=ABCDCEACFBGB
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(ABOVE) Marriage 
migrants attend a Migrant 
Workers’ Speak-Out in 
Fukushima �� �� �� �� � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � �� �� �
(LEFT) Marriage migrants 
pose with Joselito Natividad 
of APMM during a training 
workshop on lobbying and 
advocacy�� �� �� �� � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � �� �   �   �
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AUSTRALIA
Fast facts about marriage 

migration in Australia

42,098 ‘partner’ visas granted in 2008-09. This 
includes 34,399 spouse, 7, 010 fiancé and 689 
interdependent visas. 

The fiancé visa is a temporary visa that allows a 
prospective spouse to stay in Australia for up to 
six months. Interdependent visas require a period 
of committed relationship of 1 year and include 
gay and lesbian couples

Initial spouse or interdependent visa status is 
temporary for 2 years but permanent after. After 
2 years of permanent residency migrants may 
apply for naturalization. 

A temporary spouse or interdependent visa holder 
may legally work and study in Australia.  
Medicare is available to them but not social 
security or student subsidies.  

Time allowed for preparation of evidence on a 
claim of domestic violence is 28 days. 

Women marriage migrants are not eligible 
for free legal service due to their provisional 
residency status.

¡¢£¤¥¢¦§¥¨©ª«¬­¥®¡¢£¤¥¢
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Amna: an arranged marriage leading to happiness
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TAIWAN
Fast facts about marriage 

migration in Taiwan

In 2005, there were more than 350,000 foreign 
brides in Taiwan

In 2002, 27.4 percent of registered marriages in 
Taiwan were cross-border marriages. This rose to 

a third of the total in 2003.

Majority – 93 percent – of marriage migrants 
in Taiwan are from Mainland China and 
countries in Southeast Asia

In 2004, immigrant spouses account for almost 
half (49%) of the total foreign population in 
Taiwan
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Erna: her journey to a better self



52 New Lives, New Roots: Life Stories of Marriage Migrants

(ABOVE) Erna Chen and her son, 
(UPPER RIGHT) Erna as interviewee), 

(RIGHT) Erna (left) with other participants 
during a drama workshop¶· ¸¹ º¹ »¹ ¼ ½ º¾ ¿ À ¹ Á Â Ã Ä Ã ÂÅ ÂÆ ÇÈ Æ É Ê
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(ABOVE LEFT) Children of 
marriage migrants during a kite-
flying workshop 
(ABOVE) Children of marriage 
migrants during a music camp 
organized by TASAT
(LEFT) A drama workshop 
organized by TASAT�� �  ¡  ¢  £ ¤ ¡¥ ¦ §   ©̈ ª « ª ©¬ ©­ ® ­̄ ° ±
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Hong Kong
Fast facts about marriage 
migration in Hong Kong

Estimated 1.2 Million marriage migrants as of 
2010

35% of Registered Marriages involve a spouse 
from PRC. Other marriages involve spouses from 
Philippines, Thailand, Nepal, & Sri Lanka.
 

$39,000 HKD-Obstetric Service Charge for 
non local women, not including those with a 
dependency visa. $300 HKD for local women. 

One-way Permits (OWP) for Marriage Migrants 
from PRC in 2010 is based on a daily quota 
and wait time is approximately 4 years.

Marriage migrants from PRC cannot 
work without a One-way Permit. Two-way 
Permit (TWP) available for 3 month periods. 
Approximately $300 HKD each time. 

Permanent Residency to HK only offered after 
7 years of living here after OWP granted. 

Non-Chinese Marriage Migrants Can apply for 
one year ‘dependent visa’ to a HK spouse. Three 
year extensions can be made after that.

They Can work immediately after receiving 
their dependent visa. 

OPQRSPQRTPQUVQWPQXQYZ[\]^]WPQTVQ_V`aOPQRSPQR
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(ABOVE LEFT) A parade raising 
issue on poverty in Hong Kong
(ABOVE and LEFT) A parade 
organized during the 2011 
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(ABOVE) A parade calling for 
HK government’s equal treatment 

of mainland Chinese marriage 
migrants and their children

(RIGHT) Participation of New Arrival 
Women’s League in the July 1 rally­® ¯° ±° ²° ³́ ±µ ¶ · ° ¹̧ µ º » ´́ ¼½ ¾ ¿ À° Á µ Â Ã ¶ Äµ ¾ Å ³ µ Æ
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2011 Parade 
calling for 
providing 
retirement 
protection 
and benefits 
for marriage 
migrantsÀÁ ÂÃ ÄÃ ÅÃ Æ Ç ÄÈ É Ê Ã ËÌ È Í Î Ç Ç ÏÐ Ñ Ò ÓÃ Ô È Õ Ö É×È Ñ Ø Æ È Ù
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